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Section 2.—Highways, Roads and Streets 
Highways and Roads.—The populated sections of Canada are well supplied with 

highways and roads. Access to outlying settlements is provided to some extent by roads 
built by logging, pulp and paper, and mining companies, although these are not generally 
available for public travel. At the same time, great areas of Newfoundland, Quebec, 
Ontario, the Prairie Provinces, British Columbia and the Territories are very sparsely 
settled and are virtually without roads of any kind. 

At the end of 1960, the milage of highways and rural roads in Canada was 421,448, 
a decrease of 1,587 miles from the 423,035 reported in 1959. The main reasons for the 
decrease were the exclusion in 1960 of some mining roads not open to public traffic and 
the elimination of some unused road allowance. The total of 421,448 miles includes all 
roads under provincial jurisdiction, federal roads, and local roads under municipal juris
diction other than the milages in metropolitan areas and urban centres of more than 
1,000 population. The latter are given separately under the heading of "Urban Streets", 
p. 785. 

1.—Highway and Rural Road Milage classified by Type and by Province, 
1959 and 1969 

NOTE.—Excludes urban streets but includes milages under jurisdiction of rural and small urban municipalities; 
excludes milages of all roads on Indian reservations except those of flexible pavement. 
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Totals, I960.. (.988 3,238 15,648 13.424 53,804 74,586 35,613 120,060 69,060 26,729 2,298 421,148 

Total expenditures on highways and rural roads in the year ended Mar. 31, 1961 was 
$794,873,201, an amount 4.1 p.c. lower than that for the previous fiscal year; construction 
expenditures decreased by 4.0 p.c. and maintenance costs were 1.1 p.c. lower. Table 2 
shows expenditure by province and the federal-provincial-municipal distribution of such 
expenditure for the years ended Mar. 31, 1957-61. 


